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and in their flight had three persons killed by fire 
from the Americans: they rallied their people, and 
forced the Americans to retire some distance, but 
not before they had two more persons killed. ‘The 
Americans built a block-house or fort, where they 
had fallen back to, and immediately sent to the 
fort up the country for assistance, stating the In- 
cians were the aggressors; and also settled with 
Inhemocklo for the loss his people had suffered, at 
thes ame time sending a talk to king Hatchy, by a 
head man, (Aping) that he would put things in 
such a train as to prevent further encroachments, 
and get those Americans to leave the fort. But, 
no sooner was the good talk given, and before the 
- bearer of it returned home, than hundreds of Ame- 
ricans came pouring down on the Indians; roused 
them to a sense of their own danger: they flew to 
arms, and have been compelled to support them 
ever since. lt is not alone from the country, but 
by vessels entering Appalachicola river in vessels 
with troops, and settlers are pouring into the In- 
dian territory; and, if permitted to continue, will 
soon overrun the whole of the Indian lands. From 
the talk sent king Hatchy, by governor Mitchell, I 
am in hopes that those aggressions of the Ameri- 
cans on the Indian territory are not countenapgced 
by the American government, but originate with 
men devoid of principle, who set laws and instruc- 
tions at defiance, and stick at no cruelty and op- 
pressions to obtain their ends. Agzinst such op- 
pressions the American government must use 
not only all their influence, but, if necessary, force, 
or their names will be handed down to posterity as 
a nation more cruel and savage to the unfortunate 
Aborigines of this country, than ever were the Spa- 
niards, in more dark ages, to the nations of South 
America. 

The English government, as the special protec- 
tors of the Indian nations, and on whom alone they 
rely for assistance, ought to step forward and save 
those unfortunate people from ruin; and as you, 
sit, are appointed to watch over their interests, it 
is my duty, as an Englishman, and the only one in 
this part of the Indian nation, to instruct you of the 
talks the chiefs bring me for your information; and 
1 sincerely trust, sir, you will use the powers you 
are vested with, for tire service and protection of 
those unfortunate people, who look up to you as 
theirsaviour. I have written to general Mitchell, 
who, I hear, is an excellent man; and, as he acts as 
Indian agent, I hope his influence will stop the tor- 
rent of innovations, and give peace and quietness to 
the Creek nation. 

I pray your excellency will pardon this intrusion, 
which nothing but the urgency of the case, would 
have induced me to make. 

[have the honor to be, your excellency’s most 
obedient servant, A. A. 

E. 
Krom Cappichimicco and Boleck, to gov. Cameron. 


pain we are again obliged to obtrude ourselves in 
your excellency’s notice, in consequence of the 
cruel. war we have been forced into by the irrup- 
tions of the Americans into thé heart of our langis. 
It will be first necessary to state to your excel- 


}lency, that one bead chief (Kinnijah) received a 


letter from general Gaines, in August last, a copy 

of which is enclosed, with the answer returaedl 

thereto. This letter only appears to have been 

a prelude to plans determined on by the said ge- 

neral and general Jackson, to bring on troops 

and settlers to drive us from our lands, and 

tuke possesson of them; for, in the end of Oc- 

tober, a party of Americans surrounded Fowl! 

Town during the night, and in the morning began 
setting fire to it; making the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants fly to the swamp, and who, in their flight, 
had three persons killed by the fire of the Ameri- 

cans. Our Indians, rallying, drove the Americans 
from the town, but, in their exertions, had two 
more of their people killed. The Americans re- 
tired some distance, and built a fort or block-house, 
to protect themselves, until the assistance they’ 
had sent for to the fort, up the country, should 
arrive. A letter falling into the hands of general 
Mitchell, the Indian egent, which states the In- 
dians to have been the aggressors, he suspected 
its truth, and, on enquiry, found it was the reverse; 
in consequence, he made. satisfaction to Inhe- 
mocklo, the chief of Fowl Town, and his people, 
for the injuries they had sustained; at the same 
time desired a talk to be sent to our head chief, 
stating his wish to see all the Indians friends, and 
that in twenty days he wonld send and get the 
Americans to retire from the fort. But this had 
no effect on the lawless invaders of our soils; for, 
before the bearer of our talks could retura home, 
he met bundreds of Americans descending on us. 
Taey have also settlers and troops, which came 
from Mobile, and go up the Appalachicola river. 
Thug, seeing no end to those inroads, uecessity 
compels us to have recourse to arms, and our 
brethren are now fighting for the lands they inherit 
from their forefathers, for their families and friends. 
But what will our nations do without assistance? 
Our sinews of war are almost spent; and harassed, 
as we have been for years, we have not been able to 
lay by the means for our extraordinary wants; and 
to whom can we look up for protection and sup- 
port, but to those friends who have, at all, for- 
mer times, held forth their hands to uphold us, and 
who have sworn, in their late treaty with the Ame- 
ricans, to see our just rights and privileges respect- 
edand protected from insult and aggression? We 
now cali on your excellency, as the representative 
of our good father King George, to send us sych 
aid, in ammunition, as we are absolutely in want of; 
and, as our brotleér chief Hillisajo, was igformed, 
when in England, that whea ammunition was want- 
ed, to enable us to protect our rights, your excel- 
lency would supply us with what was necessary, 
We have applied to the to the Spanish officer at the 
fort of St. Marks, but his small supp:y prevented 
his being able to assist us, and we have only on 
your excellency to depend. We likewise pray 
your exceliency would be pleased to send an ofli- 





To his excellency governor Cameron—It is with. 
Vor. Xv." ss 


cer or person to lead us right, and to apportion 
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the supplies you may be pleased to send us agree- 
ably to our proper wants. eP, 
In praying your excellency will lend an ear to 
our demand, and dispatch it without delay, we re- 
main your exce}lency’s faithful and most obedient 
friends and servants. 
CAPPACHIMICCO, 
: BOLECK, - — 
For ourselves and all the other chiefs of the 
3 lower Creek nation. 
: F. 
Letter from A. Arbuthnot to col. Edward Nicholl. 
NASSAU, N. P. 26th Aug. 1817. 
Lt. col. Edward Nichol]l—Sir, especially autho- 
rized by the chiefs of the lower Creek nation, 
whose names I sffix to the present, I am desired to 
address you, that you may lay their complaints be- 
fore his majesty’s government. They desire it to 
be mace kuown, that they have implicitly followed 
your advice, in living friendly with the Americans, 
who are their neighbors, and no wise attempt to 
molest them, though. they have seen the Ameri- 
¢ans encroach on tbeig, territory, burning their 
towns, and making fields where their houses stood. 
Rather than make resistance, they have retired 
lower in the peninsula. The town Eachallaway, 
where Olis Micco was chief, is one instance of the 
encroachments of the Americans. This town is 
Situated under the guns of fort Gaines, and Micco 
was desired to submit to the Americans, or his 
town would be blown to atoms: rather than do go, 
he retired, and is now living in the lower nation, 
and his fields, and even where the town stood, is 
plonghed up by the Americans. They complain of 
the English government neglecting them, after 
having drawn them into a war with America; that 
you, sir, have not kept your promise, in sending 
people to reside among them; and that, if they 
have not some person or persons resident in the na- 
tion, to watch over their interest, they will soon 
be driven to the extremity of the Peninsula. You 
left Mr. Hambly to watch over the interest of the 
Creek nation; but yon hardly left the nation, when 


‘ he turned traitor, and was led by Forbes ‘to take 


the part of the Americans. His letter to me, of 
which ITannex you a copy, will shew you what 
lengih he conld go if he bad the means. It is 
Hambly and Doyle who give the Indians all the 
troubles they experience. They send their emis- 


- saries among the lower Creeks, and make them be- 


lieve the Cowetas, aided by the Americans, are 
coming to destroy them; thus both are put in fear, 
ani their fields are neglected, and hunting is not 
thought of. [have endeavored to do away this fear, 
by writing the chief of the Cowhetta towns, that 
they ought to live in friendly terms with their 
brethrea of the lower nation, whose wishes were 
to be on good terms with them, and not to listen 
to any bad talks, but to chase those that give them 
from among them. My letter was answered from 

bem rather favorably; and I hope the talk that 
was sent to the Big Warrior last June, will heal the 
difference between them. 

Hiilisajo arrived in my schooner, Ocklocknee 
Sound, last June, and was well received by all the 
chiefs and others who cameto welcome him home; 
in consequence of bis arrival a talk was held, the 
substance of which was put on paper for them, and 
jt was sent, with a pipe of péace, to the other nations. 
Hillisajo wished te return to Nassau with me, but 
1 prevailed on him to stay in the nation and to keep 
I regret, sir, tg notice this pucr 
in’s affairs, though by his desire, 1t appeared, 
t he arrived at Nassau a short time after I had 





left it, in January, and capt. W. beirg here, took 
charge of him, his goods and money, prevailing on 
the governor to let him stay with him, until he 
went down to the nation, which was his intention 
todo. Of the money received of governor Came- 
ron, he had only given him eighty dollars, by. capt. 
W. a barrel of sugar, a bag of coffee, and a small 
keg of rum, and the interpreter Thugart informed 
me, that , when Hillisajo asked for an account, capt. 


| W. refused it, saying, it would be useless to a man 


who could not read. He also misses two cases, one 
of which, he thinks, contains crockery. I have 
made enquiry of his majesty’s ordnance store keep- 
er, and he informs me, the whole were delivered 
to capt, W. They are therefore lost to Hillissjo. 

I am desired to return Hillisajo’s warmest ac- 
Knowledgments, for the very handsome manner you 
treated him in England, and he begs his prayer may 
be laid at the foot of his royal highness the prince 
regent. I left him and all his family well, on the 
20th of June. Old Cappachimicco desires me to 
send his best respcsts, and requests, that you will 
send out some people to live among them, ‘and all 
the land they took from Forbes shall be theirs. At 
all events they must have an agent among them, to 
see that the Americans adhere to thetreaty, and 
permit them to live unmolested on their own lands. 
This agent should be authorised by his majesty’s 
government, or he will not be attended to by the 
Americans. In the Gezettes of Georgia, the Ame- 
ricans report the Seminoly Indians are continually 
committing murders on their borders, and making 
incursions into the state. These are fabrications 


tending to irritate the American government against 


the poor Indians; for, during the time I was in the 
nation, there was only one American killed, and he 
with two others, were in the act of driving off cattle 
belonging’ to Bowleg, chief of Suwany, whereas 
three men and a boy were killed last June, by a 
party of American cattle stealers, while in their 
hunting camps. The boy they scalped, and one of 
Bowleg’s head men was kiiled in St. John’s river, 
in July. The backwood Georgians, and those re- 
sident on the borders of the Indian nation, are con- 
tinually entering it, and driving off cattle. They 
have in some instances made settlements, and par- 
ticularly on the Choctohachy river, where a con- 
siderable number have descended. 

By the treaty with Great Britain, the Americans 
were to give up to the Indians all the lands that 
may have been taken from them duriug the war, 
and place them on the same footing they were in 
1811. It appears they have not done so; that Fort 
Gaines, on the Chatahoochy, and Camp Crawford, 
on the Flint river, are both on Indian territory that 
was not in possession of America in 1811. They 
are fearful that, before any aid is given by the Eng- 
lish government, they will no longer be in posses- 
sion of any territ:ry. 

I wrote last January to his excellency the hon. 
Charlies Bagot, respecting the encreachments of 
the Americans, as I was informed by the copy of 
a letter from the right honorable earl Bathurst, 
handed me by his excellency governor Cameron, 
that his m:jesty’s ambassador had received orders 
to watch over the interest of the Indians. Since 
my return here, I have received of Mr. Moodie, 
of Charleston, an extract ofa leiter from the hon. 
Charles Bagot, that the expense of postage is so 
considerable, that any further communications of 
the same nature must be sent by private hands. 
Now, sir, as no person goes from tbis direct to 
Washington, how am Ito be able to comply with 





his desire? . Thus he will be kept ignorant of the 
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situation of the poor Indians, and the encroach- 
ments daily made on their lands by American set- 
tlers, while he may be told by the American go- 
vernment that no encroachments have been made, 
and tbat the forts they still hold are necessary to 
check the unruly Seminoles, ‘hus, the person ap- 
pointed to watch over the interest of the Indians, 
having no other means of information than from 
the parties interested in their destruction, and 
seeing from time to time, in the American ga- 
zettes, accounts of cruel murders, &c. comunitted 
by the Indians on the frontier settlements of the 
United States, he apprehends the Indians merit all 
the Americans do to them. . ; 

But let his majesty’s government appoint an a- 
gent, with full powers to correspond with his ma- 
jesty’s ambassador at Washington, and his eyes 
will then be opened as to the motives that influ- 
enced American individuals, as well as the govern- 
ment, in vilifying the Indians. ‘ 

The power given me, and the instructions, were 
to memorialize his majesty’s government, as well 
as the governor general of the Havanna; but if you 
will be pleased to lay this letter before his majes- 
ty’s secretary of state, it will save the necessity of 
the first, and I fear that a memorial to the gover- 
nor general would be of no use. . 

Referring you to the answer, I am, most respect- 
fully, your obedient servant: A.ARBUTHNOT. 


G. 
From A. Arbuthnot to William Hambly. 


OcKLOcKNEXE sound, 3d may, 1817. 
Sin—On my return home this day, I received a 
letter signed by you, and dated 23d March. As 
you therein take the liberty of advising me, as you 
say, by order of the chicfs of the Creek nation, I 
am glad of, and shall embrace this opening you 
gave me, and reply to you at some length—and, 
sir, let me premise, that when you lived at Pros. 
pect Bluff, a clerk to Messrs. Forbes & Co. you 
did not consider Cappachimicco, McQueen, or any 
other of the chiefs of the lower Creek nation as 
outlaws, nor hfive they beer considered as such by 
the English government, who are the special pro- 
tectors of the Indian nation; and it ill becomes Mr. 
Hambly to eall Cappichimicco an outlaw, that man, 
who has ever been his friend, and by his authority 
has prolonged his life. Yes, sir, the young chiefs 
and warriors of the Creek nation, considering you 
as the chief cause of their troubles, would have long 
ere this had possession of you, and perhaps with 
your life made you pay the forfeit for the injuries 
heaped on them, had not that man who has been 
_your friend from your early youth, stepped in as 
your protector. Yes, this is the man who Mr. Ham- 
bly presumes to call an outlaw. A pardoned vil- 
Jain, when going to the gallows, would bless the 
hand that saved his life; but Mr. Hambly blas- 
.phemes his saviour. 
As Mr. Hambly’s generous friend is the princi- 
' pal cause of my being in this country, as an honest 
man, I shall endeavor to fulfil my promise to bim | 
and the other chiefs, The guilty alone have fear 
‘—an honest and upright man dreads no dangers, 
fears no evil, ashe commits no ili: and your arm 
of justice ought to be applied where it would right- 
ly tall, on the heads of the really guilty. Your 
. Mean and vile insinuations, that has been the cause 
of thefts and murders, comes ill from he who has 
been the cause of the murder of hundreds. ‘Though 
your usage was made villainous at the fort, yet 
, your revenge was too savage and sanguinary. If 


ag pure motives as mine, it would encesvor to ine 
fluence them to respect each other as btothers, 

and live in harmony and frieudship, cultivating 

their lands in summer, and taking their diversions 

of hunting in winter, respecting their neighbdors, 
and making yourselves respected by them. if 
thus, sir; you would act, (and by your knowledge 

of their language, you have much more in your 
power than any other man) you would then be the 
true friend of the Indians. Were 1 the instigator 
of theft and murder, would I hold the language I 
have done to the chiefs and others who have called 
onme? Askthe lieut. comg. at Fort Gaines if my 
letter to him breathed the strains of a murderer’ 
Ask Opy Hatchy, or Dany his interpreter, if the 
recormamendatory note I sent him by order of Api- 
ny could be written by an instigator of murdez? 
Ask Apiny himself, if my language to him w2s that 
of a murderer? Ask Mappalitchy, achief residing 
among the Americans on Oakmulgee, if my lan- 
guage and advice to him, favoured that of a mur- 
derer? All those and every indian who have 
heard my talks, will contradict your vile assei- 
tions. 


But, Mappalitchy has given me a clue by which 
I,can unravel Whence the aspersion comes. Not 
from Apioy, Hatchy, or any of the chiefs of the up- 
per towns, but from he who endegvors to lead them 
to mischief and quarrels with each other. Did not 
the chiefs hear my note read with respect, and 
perfectly according to my sentiments of being all 
as brethren uniting with bonds of friendship and 
love? Did they not agree to smoke the pipe of 
peace with their brethren of the lower nation, and 
live in future as brothers? What made some of 
them alter their minds afterwards? ‘Ihe interf+r- 
ence of a humane man, who counsels them to write 
to me, demanding my removal from a board of 
outlaws, and which letter is signed *##¥il¥am Haim: 
bly.” 


I shall only make one more observation, and that 
will shew from whence I came, and whether I 
come amongst the Indians as revenger, or as the 
friend of peace and harmony. 


In the spring of 1816, W. I-imbly sent gover- 
ner Cameron a letter, containing talks of the chicfs 
of the Indian nations: they are Iaedarded to Eng- 
land, and his exceilency handed me, on my leaving 
Providence, an answer thereto fram the right hen, 
earl Bathurst, one of his majesty’s chief secrefa 
ries of state, that [might make the same known 
to the chiefsoa my arrival in the nation. What 
will governor Cameron think of the man who, in 
1816, could write against the enctoathmenis of 
the Americans onthe indian nations and in the 
spring of 1817 call the chiefs of that nation, tor 
whem he more especially wrote, outlaws? Mr. 
Hambly may sell his services to America; but no 
man Can expatriate him from that allegiance due to 
his native country; and a government may cal! on 
a friendly nation to give up a subject that has se- 
riously wronged her. ; 

1 recommend Mr, Hatgbly to be content with 
doceur he may have receiyed; and permit the un- 
lettered Indian to live quietly and peaceably on 
hig native land. , 

I shali send a copy of this letter with the one 
froar you to be read by the chiefs of the nation, and 
shall, at the same time, take an opportunity of ex. 
pressing myself more fully than I did im the note 
sentby Apiny. Wishing you a speetly recantation 
of your errors, and a retury to your former way of 





your ‘conduct, sir, to the Indians were guided by 





thinking, lam your ob’dt. A. ARBOTUNOY, 
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' If. 
Letter from A. Arbuthnot tothe governor of Havanna. 

To his excellency don, governor general, &c. &e. 
The chiefs of the Creek nation whose names are 
hercunto annexed, beg leave to approach your ex- 
cellency and represent their complaints. Long 
imposed on by persons keeping stores in this coun- 
try, in charging us exhorbitant prices for their 
foods, while they only allow usa very trifling one 
for our peltry, we have found it necessary to look 
out for a person that will deal fairly with us, and 
we wish to establish a store for him on Appalache 
river, we have made applieation to the commander 
of St. Marks, and herefers.us to your excelflency. 
{t is not alone the impositions that have been prac- 
tised upon us, that has made us presume to address 
to your excellency. We have complaints of a 
roore serious nature against the persons employed 
by the only house that has been established among 
us. Inthe firsi place, some years back, under 
false pretences, they attempted to rob us ofa very 
large portion of our best lands, and we the more 
reacily acceded to it from the faithful promise 
given us, that they would get English people to 
settle and live among us; but far from doing this 
Mr. Forbes attempted to sell it to the American 

overnment, and settle it with Americans: thus 
iinding ourselves deceived and imposed on, we 
withdrew our grant about three years since, which, 
from the stipulations contained therein not being 
fulfilled on the pert of Mr Forbes, we conceived 
we had aright to do. Secondly, Mr. Doyle and 
Mr. Hambly, the two persons left in the nation to 
carry on Mr. Forbes’ business, have for more than 
two years been endeavoring to influence us to join 
the Americans, and finding that fair means would 
not secure us from our attachment to our ancient 
friends the English; they have recently had re- 
course te threats of bringing the Americans down 
upon us; and that people only wants a pretext to 
atiack us, which the said Doyle and Hambly at- 
tempt to give them by spreading false reports of 
our murdering Americans, stealing their cattle and 
preparing for war against them, while, in fact, it 
is the Americans who murder our red brethren 
and steal our catt!= by hundreds at a time, and 
are daily encroaching on our lands, and maintain- 
ing the settlers in their ill-gotten possessions, by 
armed force. 

On the Choctawhatchy river, there are a large 
body of Americans forming settlements, and more 
are daily joining them. As this river is far within 
the line marked out by your excellency’s govern- 
ment and the Americans some years smce, (though 
the line was unknown to us until very lately, and 
we never gave our sanction, nor in fact, knew of 
any sale of our hinds made to the Americans) we 
trust your excellency will give order to displace 
them from within the line, andl send them back to 
their own country. . Our delaying to address your 
exceilency, to represent the forementioned grie- 
vances, has been owing te the want of a person to 
attend to our talks, and put them in writing for us. 
The commander of the fort of St. Marks has heard 
all of our talks and complaints. He approves of 
what we have done, and what we are doing, and it 
is by his recommendation we have thus presumed 
to address your excellency. 

We have the honor to be, your excellency’s 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

A. ARBUTHNOT. 
No. 1, 
Power of attorney from Indian chiefs to A. Arbuthnot. 

Know i... men by these presents, that we, chiefs 





ae » ton 


—_—-. 


of the Creek nation, whose names are affixed to this 
power, having full faith and confidence in 2. 4r- 
buthnot, of New-Providence, who, knowing all our 
talks, is fully acquainted with our intentions and 
wishes, do hereby, by these presents, consti ute ana 
appoint him, the said Alexander Arbuthnot, ow at- 
torney and agent, with full power and authority to 
act for us, and in our names, in all affairs relating 
to our nation, and also to write such letters and 
papers as to him may appear necessary and proper, 
for our benefit, and that of the Creek nation. : 
‘Given at Ocklocknee sound, in the Creek nation, 
this 17th day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen. | 
1. Cappachimaco, his X mark. 
2. Inlemohtlo, his X mark. 
. Charles Tuckoncky, his X mark. 
. Otus Mico, his X mark. 
. Ochacone Tustonoky, his X mark. 
. Imatchlucle, his X mark. 
. Inhimatcchucle, X his mark. 
. Lohoe Itamatchly, his X mark. 
9. Howrathle, his X mark. 
10. Hillisajo, his X mark. 
11. Tamuches Haho, his X mark. 
12. Oparthlomico, his X mark. 


Certified explanation of names and towns to which 
the foregoing chiefs belong, agreeably to the num- 
bers set opposite thereto. ‘WM. HAMBLY.” 


1. Kinhigee, chief of Mickasuky. 
2. Inhimarthlo, chief of Fowl Town. 
3. Charle Tustonoky, second chief of Ockmulgee 
Town. 
4. Chief on the Conholoway, below Fort Gaines. 
5. Opony, chief of Oakmuigee Towns. 
6. Chief of the Atlapalgas. 
7. Chief of Pallatchucoley. 
8. Chief of the Chehaws. 
9. Chief of the Red Sticks. 
10. Francis, (the Prophet.) 
11. Peter M‘Queen, chief of the Tallahasses, {an 
old Red Stick.) 
12. A Red Stick, created chief by the lower towns. 


Question by the court.—Hare you, at any time within the Inst 
twelve months, heard any conversation between the prisoner anc 
the chief called Bowlegs, relating to the war between the United 
States and the Seminoles ? 

Ansr. 1 heard the prisoner tell Bowlegs that he had sent letters 
to the prince regent,and expected soon to have ananswer. Somme- 
time afterwards, some of the negroes doubted his carrying those 
letters, when the prisoner stated that he had, but, the distance 
being great, it would take sometime to receive an answer. Br 
the court. State to the court, when and where you first saw the 
letter signed A. Arbuthnot, dated April 2d, 1818, referred to in the 
first specification and the 2d charge. ; 

Ansr. About the 6th of April, a black man who said he had re- 
ie it from an Indian, gave it to Mr. Ambrister, whom I saw 
reading it. : 

Ques. by the court.—Do you know by what means that letter was 
conveyed to Suwany ? 

A I understood by an Indian who was sent from fort St 
rks. 

Ques. by the court.—Who paid the Indian for carrying the letter 
referred to in the last interrogatory ? 

Ansr. 1 do not know. 

Ques. by the court.—What steps were taken by the negroes and 
Indians on the receipt of the letter? 

Ansr. ‘They first believed the bearer to be an enemy, and con- 
fined him, but, learning the contrary, began to prepare for the ene- 
my, and the removal of their families and effects across the river > 
the Indians lived on the opposite side. , 

Ques. by the court.—Did the Indians and negroes act together in 
the performance of military duty? 

Ansr. No. But they always said they would fight together. 

Ques. by the court.—Did not Nero command the blacks, and did 
not Bowlegs own Nero, and was not the latter under the immediate 
eommand of Bowlegs? 

Ans. Nero commanded the blacks, and was owned and com- 
manded by Bowlegs—But there were some negro captains who 
obeyed none but Nero. 

Question by the court.—What vessel brought to Suwany the am- 
munition which you said was sold by the prisoner to the Indiaps 
and negroes? , 

Ansr. The schooner Chance, now lying at this wharf: she 1s 4 





foretopsail vessul belonging to the prisoner. 
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The witness also identified to the manuscript of 
the prisoner on the following document, viz. No. 1, 
granting him full power to act in all cases for the 
Indians, as recorded before; and also a letter with- | 
out signature, te the governor of St. Augustine, 
numbered 2; and further, a letter without date, to 
Mr. Mitchell, the Indian agent, numbered 3; and 
an unsigned petition of the chiefe of the Lower 
Creek nation, to governor Cameron, praying his aid 
in men and munitions.of war, numbered 4; all of 
which the witness stated to be in the hand writing 
of the prisoner. 

No. 2. 
Supposed to be from Bowlegs, to the governor of St. Au- 
Sustine. 
Tohis excellency Dom Jose Coppinger—to his ex- 
cellency James Green, governor of St. Agustine. 

Sir—I had the honor of receiving your letter of 
September, but the impossibility of finding a per- 
son to write an answer to the same, is the cause of 
this apparent neglect. 

Ishall be very happy to keep up a good under- 
standing and correspondence with you, and hope 
you will, when occasion offers, advise me of such 
things as may be of service to myself and people. 
My warriors and others that go toSt. Augwystine, 
return with false reports, tending to harass aad 
distress my people, and preventing them from at- 
tending to their usual avocations. At one time, 
the Americans and upper Indians, supported by a 
force of about 3000 men, were running lines far 
within the Indian territory; another time, are col- 
lecting a force at fort Mi'chell, in the forks of Fliat 
and Chatahoochy rivers, to fall on the towns below. 
Now, sir, we know of no reason the Americans can 
have to attack us, an inoffensive and unoffending 
people. We have none of their slaves; we have 
taken none of their property since the Americans 
made peace with our good father, king George. 
We have followed the orders of his officer that | 
was with us, lieut. col. Edward Nicholls, and, in no 
wise molested the Americans, though we daily see 
them encroaching on our territory, stealing our 
cattle, and murdering and carrying off our people. 

The same officer also told us, we, allies to the 
Great King, our father, were included in the trea- 
ty of peace between our good father and the Ame- 
ricaps, and, that the latter were to give up ali the 
territory that had been taken fromus before and 
during the war. Yet, so far from complying with 
the 9if article ofthat treaty, they are daily mak- 
ing encroachments on our iand, getting persons 
who are not known to the chiefs, and without any 
power or authority, to grant and sign over lands to 
them. Thus they deceive the world, and make 
our very friends believe we are in league with 
them. 

The principal chiefs of the nation, with the head 
warriors, assembled at my town on the 8th instant, 
and came to the resolution of informing the British 
minister at Washington, of the conduct of the 
Americans and the officers of their government, 
towards us; it has been done accordingly, and co- 
pies sent to England. We demand of the king, our 
father, to fix some of his people among us, who 
may inform him, from time to time, of what is pass. 
mg, and see the Americans do not extend them- 
selves on our lands. ‘he Spanish subjects in the 
Fioridas, are too much in the interests of the Ame- 
cans to be our friends. For the governors I shail 
always entertain the greatest regard—but, far the 
people, they do not act soas to merit my esteem 
and protection. You desire I would chase those 


lately driven some Avnericans from Lahbeway, and 
I have no doubt, the Americans will hold off this 
as a pretext to make war on us, as they have before 
done, in stating we harbor their runaway slaves. 
| No. 3 
General Mitchell, agent for Indian Affairs. 

King Hatchy, the head chief of the Lower Creck 
nation, has called on me torequest I would repre- 
sent to you'the cruel and oppressive conduct of 
the American people, living on the borders of the 
Indian nation, and which, he was in hopes, from a 
talk you were pleased to send him some weeks 
since, would have had put a stop to and peace re- 
stored between the Indians and American péoplr. 
But, far from any stop being put to their inroads 
and encroachments, they are pouring in by hun- 
dreds and at atime. Not only from the land side, 
but ascending the Appalachicola in vessel loads; 
thus the Indians have been compelled to take up 
arms to defend their homes from a set of lawless 
invaders. Your known philanthropy and good will 
to the Indians, induces the head chiefs to hope, 
that you will lose no time in using your influence 
to put a stop to those invasions of their lands, and 
order that those who have already presumed to 
seize our fields may retire therefrom. 

The Indians have seized two persons they think 
have been greatly instrumental in bringing the 
Americans upon them, and they are now in their 
ays as prisoners. ‘tis even reported they 

ave made sales of Indian lands without the know- 
ledge, consent, or approbation of the ehiefs of the 
nation; and from long residence in the nation, and 
the great influence that one of those people former- 
ly enjoyed among the chiefs as their chief, there 
is some reason to believe he has been guilty of im- 
proper conduct to the Indian nation. 

No. 4. 
Petition of the chiefs of the lower Creek nation, to 
governor Cameron. 

We, the undersigned, deputed by the Creek na- 
[tion to wait on your excellency, and lay before you 
their heavy complaints. Tothe English, we have 
always looked up to as friends, as protectors, and 
on them we now call to aid us in repelling the ap- 
proaches of the Americans, who, regardless of trea- 
ties, are daily seizing our lands and robbing our 
people: they have already built seven forts on our 
lands; they are making roads and running lines into 
the very heart of our country, and, without the in- 
terference of the English, we shall soon be driven 
from the land we inherited from our forefathers. 

The Americans tell us the English will regard 
us no more, and we had better submit to them; but 
we cannot submit to their shackles, and will rather 
die in defence of our country. 

When peace was made between the English and 
the Americans, we were told by lient. col. Nicholls, 
that the Americans were to give upour lands they 
had taken, and we desired to live quietly and 
peaceably, in no wise molesting the Americans. 
We have strictly followed those orders; but the 
Americans heve not complied with the treaty. Col. 
Nicholls left Mr. Ilambly in charge of the fort at 
Prospect Bluff, with orders to hear us, if any cause 
of complaint, and represent the same to the Bri- 
tish government; but he turned traitor, and 
brought the Americans down on thefori, which 
was blown up, and many of ourred brethren des- 
troyedin it. The ammunition stores intended for 
our use were either destroyed, or taken off by the 
Americans. Wehave sent several méssengers to 
inform your excellency of these proceedings of the 





Marauders who steal my cattle; my people have 


Americans, but they have never returned to us 
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with am answer. Three of our red brethren have i a I Fa him with it, which he dropped, and a boy, called 
*, . a . bd Oo n, c u a t t 

lately been killed by the Americans, while hunting} Quet. ~ sony So bah oor ORO ss tambenil il 

on our lands, and they threaten to attack the pi | fidelity of the prisoner in sending Ictters to the : pooner ga 

ed by them had 


of Mickasaky and Sahwahnee, the oaly two large} You think the prisoner would have been pun 


ri . . . ; i i i i ? A ° I d k . 
towns left us in the Creek nation, and, without aid } "a danish preenez ais Anasoled 4n-sidte he 


from your excellency, we cannot repel their attack, | Indian communications ? 
We are, therefore, deputed to demand of your-ex- Ans. He was not compelied. 
cellency the assistance of troops and ammunition, 


: Continuation of the minutes of the proceedings of a special court 
‘that we may be able effectually to repel the attack wheccef wh Se general Gaines is fae merng dh Hh. by order of 
of the Americans, and prevent their further en-} the 26th of ‘April, 1818, | . 

3 Fort St. Marks, 27th April, 1818. 


croachments; and, if we return without assistance, The epeit p ted to the trial of Robert C. Ambrietcé, a British 
the Americans, who have their spies among us, will | subject, who, being asked if he had any objections to any one of 
the more quickly come upon us. We most hum-| the members of the court, and replying in the negative, was ar 


5 ate da aioe . raigned on the following charges and specifications, viz: 
bly pray your excellency will send us sueh a force harges against Robert C. Robristen, now in custody, who says 


as will be respected, and make us respectable. he is a British subject. = RK . ; 
a he ’ - ; : harge Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting the enemy, supply- 
os 7 Fs at lo ehdoraed on the foregoing.) } ing them with the Sinas of war, he being a subject of Great Bri- 
sarles Cameron, esg: governor, commander in clme/ tain, at peace with the United States, lately an officer ip the 
Eec. Esc. a yo a aa marines. hice ihe did gi 
pecificatien 1st. ‘That the said Robert C. Ambrister sive 
I ber leave to represent to your excellency the} intchisence of the movements and operations of the Ameri¢an ar- 
necessity of my again returning to the Indian nation, my between the Ist and 20th of March, 1818, and did excite them 
with the deputies from the chiefs, and as my trou-| (te negroes and Iurians) to war agaiust the army of the United 
a ae nha def db ‘ States, by sending their warriors to meet and fight the American 
He SG EXpense Can only be Gelrayed Dy PermM1s- | army—whose government was at peace and friendsaip with the 
5108 to take goods to dispose of amongst them, I — amas bp Sor Sinan. scan Gea tt 
; “ . a5 arge ading and commandin wer Creeks in carry-. 
pray your excellency will be pleased to grant me ing ema war eqeicet the Unicel feet Y 
quate a letier or license, will prevent = sa -apecificatios tat. That the said Robert C, Aubeistes, a subject 
emg captured in case. of meeting an anish | of Great Britain, which government was in peace and amity wit 
pic ag Es the caast of Fiorida ee the United States and all her citizens, did, between the first of 
ht caast ¢ 1a. February and twentieth of March, 1818, levy war against the Unit. 
Phe court adjourned, to meet to-morrow morn-| ed States, nt Ainge cane i grey wn Ho bee reg s in aay 7d and 
ner ‘. x open war withthe United States,and ordering a party of them to 
ng at Oo PS, kes. 28th April, 1818, | Meet thearmy of the United States and give them battly, as will 
ort. St. Marks, 28t pri, . appear by his letters to governor Cameron of New Providence, 
Se court convened pursuant, to adjournment. } dated 20th March, 1813, which are marked A, B, C, and D, and the 


Present major general E. P. Gaines, president. tem og of Mr. Peter B. Cook and capt. Lewis, of the schoones 
' Members. By order of the court, as , 
Col. King ‘Colonel Dyer | J. M. GLASSELL, recorder, 
rey 9 “3 To which charges and specifications, pleaded as follows, viz: 
Cal. W iiiams 1. Col. Lindsey To the first une and cpuuiensdnnc Wet guilty. 
Et. Col. Gibson » Lt, Col. Elliott To the second charge and specifigation—Guilty and justification, 
Major Muhlenberg — . Major Fanning phat tlete tn tog Pte 
M: jor Montgomery, Mejor Minton |} The court met pursuant to adjournment. Present, 
Captain Vashon rapt. Crittenden Maj. oe: oe president. 
: : mabers. 
Lt J. M, Glassell, Recorder. | Col King, “ Col. Dyer, 
When the further examination of the witness Pe- Satie wal ceed or - femieere 
. « COl. i . . | 
ter B. Cosk, took. place, Viz: ; Maj. Muhlenberg, Maj. Fanning, * 
Question by the prisoner.— Bow long have you been acquainted Maj. Montgomery, Maj. Minton, 
with the settlements on the Sahwahuee ? : Capt. Vashon, Capt. Crittenden. 


Ans. Between six and seven months. 


4 i : Lieut. J. M. Glassell recorder. 
Ques. by the P. For what term of years did you engage to live 


with the prisoner ? The recorder then read to the court the followidg order, viz : 
Ans. For no stated period—I was taken by the — Hgap aus RTERS, DIVISION OF FEB SOUTH, 
Ques. by the P. Were you not discharged by the prisoner from Adj. gen’s office, St. Marks, 2th April, 1818. 
his employ ? General order.—Capt. Alliso, of the 7th infantry, is detailed to 
“ Ans, He told me he had no further use for me after I had written } form a supernumerary member of the special court now sitting at 
the letters to Providence. furt St. Marks. 
Ques. Where did you stay after you were discharged ? By order, ROBERT BUTLER, adj. gen. 
sing. I staid in a small house belonging to a boy called St. John,} Pursuant to the above order, the supernumerary member took 
under the protection of Nero. his seat. 
Ques. What was the subject matter of the letters you wrote to | John Lewis Phenix, | witness on the part of the prosecution 
Providence ? being duly sworn, stated that, about the 5th or 5th of April, 1818, 


Ans. After being refused by the prisoner a small venture to fe vessel and himself having been captured by the prisoner, and 
Providence, I wrote my friends for the means to trade by myself, § he brought to Suwany as a prisoner, there was an alarm among 
Ques. bi the prisoners Do you believe the prisoner had knowledge} the negruves and Indians, created by learning some news from 


of the ventores being on board the schooner ? Mickasuky, at which time the prisaner appeared active in sending 
.ins. ¥ don't bilieve hedid. It was small, and in my trunk. orders and sending a detachMent to meet the American army. 
Ques. by the P. Do you know that Ambrister was the agent of} ‘he witness also stated that the prisoner appeared to be a person 
the prisoner? vested with authgrity amoug the negro ers, and gave orders 
Ans. I do not, ; for their preparation for war, providing ammunition, &c. And 
Ques. Do you think that the powder and lead shipped would more] that the leaders came to him for orders. The prisoner furnished 
than supply the Indian and negro hunters? them with powder and lead, and recommended to them the naking 





sing. I did not see the powder and Jead myself, but was told by? of ball, &c. very quickly. ‘Fhe witness also stated that the prisoner 
PBowlegs that he had a great quantity he had there keeping to fight? occasionally dreysed in uniform, with his sword; and that, un the 
with. : first alarm, which he understood was from Mickasuky, by a negra 
‘glues. Did the Indiuns reside on the east side of the river? Aas.} woman, be put.on the uniform. | 
They dike : us 7 The witness furtinr stated, that, some time about the 20th March, 
Oucs. You were asked if the- negroes and In4ians, when the et | 1818, the prisoner, with an armed body of negreos, (24 in number) 
ter marked A. was communicated, did hot take up arms: had! came on board his vessel, and ordered him to pilot them to fort 
ticy received formation of the defvat of the indians at Mickasuk y } St. Marks, which, he stated, he intended to capture before the 
jwior to that time? Americans could get there—threatening to hang the witness if he 
; did not obey. 
t 
' 


Ans It was afcerwarés, I believe, tliey received the information. , 
Ques. Did not Bowlegs keep other powder than that got from the! (Ques. by the court. Did you ever understand by whose authority, 


-prisoutr ? and for what purpose the accused came into the country ? 
Ans. He had some he got from the Bluff which was nearly done;; Ans. I have trequently heard him say, he came to attend to Mr. 
he said: his hunters were always bothering him about powder. + Woodbine’s business at the hay of Tamper. 
“Oues. Did you state’ that at thé time Ambrister ascended the) Ques. by the prisoner.—-Did I not tell you, when I eame on board 
river there was 0 ether yessel.ai the mopth of the river? ’ the schooner Chanee, I wished you to pilot me 40 St. Marks, as 1 


Ans. Vhere was none other there; there was one Dad sailed, , Was inturmed that two Americans, by the names of Hambly and 
Oues. "There is a letter A spoken of; how do you know that the | Doyle, were confined there, aad I wished to have them rehheved 
‘gon of the prisaner had that ictter inthis. possession ? from their confinement ? ; 
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Ans. You stated you wanted to get Hambly and Doyle from St. 


-s, I do not know what were your intentions in so doing. 
ae Pid I not tell you that I expected the Indians would fire 


~~ 5 


hen arriving at St. Marks? | 
bi vibe Aha did not; you stated that you intended to take the fort, 


in the night, by surprise, a 
ues. Did you see me give ammunition to the negroes and In- 


gians; and, if so, how much, and at what time? , 
- Ans. Isaw you give powder and lead to the negroes when you 
came on board, snd. advised them to make balls;and I saw yon 
give liquor and paint tothe Indians. 
ues, Have you not often heard me say, between the Ist and | 
20th of April, that I would nothave any thing to do with the ne- 
groes and Ladians ip exciting them to war with the United States? 
Ans.- About the 15th of April, 4 heard you say you would not 
have any thing to do with the negroes and Indians: 1 heard noth- 
ing about exciting them to war. 3 
Dues. Can you read writing? 
ngs. Not English writing. ie SS , 
ues, Did you not hear me say, when arriving at Suwany that 


¥ wished to be off immediately for Providence? 
Ans. I did not; after the alatm, you said you wished to be off 


for Tam re ae 
ues. Did you not say to the accused you wished to visit Mr. 


Arbuthnot, at his store on Suwany, and get provisions yourself? 
Ans. I did not; I stated I wanted provisions 
Ques Did 1 send or command auy Ladians to go and fight the 


Americans? ' 
po I did not exactly know that you sent them; the Indians and 


negroes were crowding before your door; and you were dividing 
the paint, &e. among them; and I understood a party was going 


to march. ‘ 
Ques. Did I not give up the schooner to you in charge, as cap- 


Zain? 
Ans. After our return from Suwany town, you directed me to 


take charge of her to go to l'amper. 
Jovn I. Arbuthnot, a witaess on the part of the 


prosec:ttion, being duly sworn, stated that some time 
about the 23d of March, the prisoner came, with a 
body of negroes, partly armed, to his fatber’s store 
on Suwany river, and told the witness he had come 
do to justice to the country,by taking the goods and 
distributing them among the negroes and Indians— 
which tbe witness saw the prisoner do: and that the 
prisoner stated to him, that be had come to the 
country on Woodbine’s business, to see the negroes 
righted, The witness has further known the pri- 
soner to give orders to the negroes, and that, at 
his suggestion, a party was sent from Suwany to 
meet the Americans, to give them hattle—which 
party returned on meeting the Mickasuky Indians 
in ther flight. The witness also testified to the 
following letter, marked A, and referred to in the 
specification of the second charge, as the writing 
of the prisoner. 


A 


Robert C. Ambrister to governor Cameron. 
March 20th, 1818. . 


Sahwahnee, near St. Marks Fort. 
" Sira—I am requested particularly by all our Indian 
chiefs, to acquaint your excellency, that the Ameri- 
cans has commenced hostilities with them two vears 
ago, and have advanced some considerable distance 
in this country, and are now making daily progress. 
They say they sent a number of letters to your ex- 
cellency, but have never reccived one answer, 
which makes them believe that he never delivered 
them; and will oblige them much if you will let me 
know whether he did or not. The purport of the 
letters were, begging your excellency to be kind 
enough to send them down some gun powder, mus- 
Ket balls, lead, cannon, &e. as they are now com- 
Pletely out of those articles. The Americans may 
march thro’ the whole territory in one month, and 
Without arms, &c. they must surrender. Hillis Hajo, 
or Francis, the Indian chief, the one that was in 
Eneland, tells me to let your excellency know, that 
the prince regent told him that, wheneverhe wanted 
ammunition, your excellency would supply him with 
as muchas he wanted. They beg me to press upon 
your excellency’s mind to send the above mention- 
ed articles down by the vessel that brings this to 
you, as she will sail for this place immediately—and 
1€t the prince regent know of their situation. Any 





[letters that your excellency’ may send’ down, b© 


good enough to direct to me, as they have great 
dependance in my writing. Any news that your 
excellency may have respecting them and America, 
will be doing a great favor to let me know, that 1 
may send among them. ae 

There is now a very large body of Americans and 
Indians, who I expect will attack us every day, and 
God only knows how it willbe decided. But I'must 
only say, this will be the last effort with us. There 
has been a body of Indians gone to meet them, and 
Ihave sent another party.. I hope your excellency 
will be pleased to grant the favor they request. 

I have nothing further to add, but am, sir, with due 
respect, your obedient humble servant, 3 

ROBERT €. AMBRISTER. 
- Question by the prisaner. Did you hear me say 
that I came on Woodbine’s business? 

dns. I did. AREA: | 

Quest. by the P. Were not the negroes alluded to 
at Arbuthnot’s store before I arrived? 

“Ins. No, you came with them. 

Peter B. Cook, a witness on the part of the pros- 
ecution, being duly sworn, stated, that he never 
heard the prisoner give any orders to negroes or 
Indians; that the prisoner distributed Arbuthnot’s 
goods, and. also, paint to the negroes and Indians, 

Also, that some powder was brought from the 

vessel to Suwany by the prisoner, and distributed 
among the negroes by Nero. Sometime in March, 
the prisoner took Arbuthnot’s schooner, and with 
an armed party of negroes, 24 in number, set out 
for St. Marks, for the purpose of taking Arbuthnot’s 
goods at that place, and stated that he would compc! 
the commandant to deliver them up. On hearing 
of the approach of the American army, the pris- 
oner told the segroes it was useless to run, for if 
they ran any farther they would berdriven into the 
sea. 
The prisoner told the witness that he had béen a 
lieutenant in the British army, under Col. Nicholls. 
The prisoner was sent by Woodbine to Taniper, 
to see about those negroes he had left there. | The 
prisoner told the witness that he had written a letter 
to governor Cameron, for ammunition forthe Indians, 
some time in March, and also told the witness that 
he had a commission in the patriot army, under Mc 
Gregor, and that he had expected a captaincy. The 
witness testified to the following letters, marked 
A, B,C & D, and referred to in the specification to 
the second charge, were in the hand writing of the 
prisoner, and one marked F.. a 

(Note.—The letter marked A, is copied in a pré- 
vious part of these proceedings) 

B. 
From Robert C. Ambrister to Major Edward Nicln 
olls. 
Suwany, near RiverAppalachicola. 

Dear Strn—Francis, and all the Indian chiefs. have 
recuested me particularly to acquaint you, that the 
Americans have commenced hostilities with them 
these two years past, and are making daily progress 
in their territory, and say they will proceed. That 
you are the only friend they have in that part of the 
world, and hope that you will exert yourself in the!y 
behalf, and ask for as much assistance as can be hax). 
That the Americans are at the forks of the river 
Appalichicola. They have written a number of 
times to England and Providence, but have never 
received one answer: they expect the man never 
delivered the letters, but they have full hones ii 
my writing. They request you would make the* 
prince regent acquainted with their deplorable sit- 
uation. The Americans have been very cruel since 
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they commenced, and I hope you will lose not a sin- 
gre moment in forwarding their views, They say 

ey will be extremely happy to see you out; noth- 
ing would give them greater pleasure than to see 
you out at this time, If they should not see you, to 
gend them out all news and directions, that they may 
be guided by it, 

There is about three hundred blacks at this place 
——a few of aur Bluff people, They beg me to say, 
they depend on your promises, and expect you are 
On the way out, They, have stuck to the cause, and 
will always believe in the faith of you, and any di- 
Tections you may give send to me at this place, and 
¥ will do what I can, 

dnd remain, my dear sir, most truly yours, 

ROBERT C, AMBRISTER, 

N, B,—Francis says you must bring the horses 
when you come out, that you promised, and that his 
house has been burnt down, and burnt his uniform 
clothes, R, A. 
Cc, 
ster to governor Cameron, 
March 20th, 1818, 

- Str—I am requested particularly by the Indian 
chiefs to acquaint your excellency, that the Ameri- 
cans have commenced hostilities with them a long 
time since, and have advanced some distance in 
their territory, and are still continuing to advance, 
That they (the chiefs of Florida) have sent repeat- 
edly to your excellency, and have never received 
one answer, They suspect Mr. Arbuthnot has nev- 
er delivered the papers to your excellency, They 
wish me to state to you, thatthey are completely 


From Robert C. Ambri 


out of ammunition, muskets, &c, begging your ex- | 


cellency will be pleased to send them the articles 
above mentioned, with a few eannon, as the Ameri- 


‘ 


a 


dentinal, 


All news respecting them, your excellency will d? 
a favor to Ict us know by the first opportunity, that 
I may make them acquainted, Ihave given direct. 
ions to the captain to let your excellency know 
when the vessel will sail for this place. LThope your 
excellency will be pleased to send them the ammu- 
nition, I expect, ifthey do not procure some very 
shortly, that the Americans will march through the 
country, Ihave nothing further to add. 
Lam, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
ROBERT C, AMBRISTER. 
E, 
From Robert C, Amhrister to Peter B. Cook. 
MOUTH OF ‘TILE RIVER. 
Dr. Cook: The boat arrived here about 3 o’clock 
on Thursday: The wind has been alicad ever since: 
I have beendown, The rudder of the vessel is in 
a bad condition; but I will manage to have it done 
tonight, The wind, I amin hopes, will be fair in 
the morning, when I will get under weigh, and 
make all possible dispatci, 1 will make old Lewis 
pilot me safe, If those Indians dont conduct them. 
selves straight, I would use rigorous means witli 
them, Bewareof Mr, Jerry: I found him on board 
when Icame. Keep agoodlook out. I have sent 
two kegs of powder and one bar of lead. 
Yours, &c, 
TUESDAY, 3 O'CLOCK, | 
Question by the prisoner, Did you not frequent] 
hear me say that I would have nothing to do with 
the Indians in exciting them to war with the United 
States? 
“Ans. do not recollect, 
Question by the prisoner. Are you acquainted with 
Lewis Phenix, and have you not heard him express 


R, A. 





ill will against me, in consequence of my wishing 


cans build their boats so strong, that their rifle balls | him to pilot me to St, Marks? 


éannot penetrate their sides, The captain of the 
vessel, wha will come down again, I have given or- 


i 


t 


Ans.. I wever did, 
Ques. Do you know of my Sending troops at any 


dlers to make your excellency acquainted what time } time to fight against the United States; and have I 
the vessel will gail for this place, Your excellency }not been constantly with you, so that you would 
will, 1 hope, be good enough to make the prince t have had an opportunity of knowing if there had 
regent acquainted with their situation, and ask for} been any sent by me? 


assistance ; which they have pressed me very hard 


ins, I have not: they might have been sent with- 


to press upon your excellency’s mind, and likewise { out my knowledge, 


to send them down what news may be respecting 


Jacob Harrison, a witness on the part of the pro- 


them and the country, which will bea great satis. ;secution, being duly sworn, that some time in the 


faction t6 them, 
Ihave the honor to be, &c, 
‘ ROBERT C, AMBRISTER. 
N, B. They beg your excellency will be as expe- 


jatter end of March, or first of April, the prisoner 
took possession of the schooner Chance, with an 
armed party of negroes, and stated his intentions 
of taking St, Marks, On his way thither, going 


ditious as possible, That your excellency is the on- jashore, he learned from some Indians that Arbuth- 


ly dependance they have, and who the prince re- 
gent told them would give them every assistance 
that laid in your power, 
: ROBERT C, AMBRISTER, 
dD, 
From Rohert C, Ambrister ta Gov. Cameron, &c. 
Yuhwuhnee, 20th March, 1818, 
Near Fort St, Marks. 
Sirr—f am requested by Francis and all the Indian 
chiefs, to acquaint your excellency, that they are at 
war with the Americans, and have been some time 
back, ‘That they are in great distress for want of 
ammunition, balls, arms, &c, and have wrote by Mr. 
Arbuthnot several times, but they suppose he nev- 
er delivers them to your excellency. 
blige them much to let them know whether he did 
or not, 
t expect the Americans and Indians will attack us 
daily, Ihave sent a party of men to oppose them, 


You will o-! 


| 


. 


j 





not had gone to St. Marks, which induced him to 
return, The witness also stated, that, while the 
prisoner was on board, he had complete command 
of the negroes, who considered him as their cap- 
tain, The prisoner took the cargo of the vessel up 
towards Suwany, which consisted of, with other ar- 
ticles, nine kegs of powder, and 500 pounds of 
lead, 

The evidence on both sides being closed, the 
prisoner was allowed until 5 o’clock this evening to 
make his defence, 

The time allowed the prisoner for the prepara- 
tion of his defence, having expired, he was brought 
before the court, and made the defence marked M, 
which is attached to these proceedings, 

The court was then cleared, and the proceedings 
read over by the recorder, when, after due delib- 
eration on the testimony brought forward, the 
court find the prisoner, Robert C. Ambrister, guilty 


‘Fhey beg on me to press on your excellency’s mind ; of so much of the specification to the first charge, 
19 lay the situation of the country before the Prince | as follows, viz. “and did excite them to war with the 
‘Unit 


Regent, and ask for assistance, 





ve 


ed States; by sending their warriors to mecg¢t 
* 
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and fight the American army, he being a subject off 
‘Great-Britain, which government was at peace and 
friendship with the United States, and all her citi-} 
zens;” but not guilty of the other part of the specifi- 
cation; guilty of the first charge; guilty of the spe- 
cification of the second charge, and guilty of the 
second charge; and do, therefore, sentence the pri- 
soner, Robert C. Ambrister, to suffer death, by be- 
ing shot, two-thirds of the court concurring therein. 

One of the members of the court requesting a re- 
consideration of his vote on the sentence, the sense 
ef the court was taken thereon, and decided in the 
afhrinative, when the vote was ugain taken, and the 
court sentence the prisoner to receive fifty stripes 
on ius bare back, and be confined with a ball and 
chain to hard labour, for twelve calendar months. 

The court adjourned, sine die. 

) EDMUND P. GAINES, 

Major-General by brevet, President of the Court. 

3. M. Guasseii, Recorder. 


Defence M. 
Fort st. Marks, aprit 28th, 1818, 
The United States of America, 
vs 

Robert Christy Ambrister, 

F Who, being arraigned before a special Court Mar- 
tial, upon the following charges, to wit: 

1st. Aiding, and abetting, and comforting {the 
Indians); supplying them with the mcans of war, he 
being a subject of Great-Britain, at peace with the 
United States, and lately an officer in the British 
colonial marines. 

Charge 2d, Leading and commanding the lower 
Creek Indians in carrying on war against the United 
States. 

To the first charge the prisoner at the bar pleads 
not guilty, and, as to the second charge, he pleads 
guilty, and justification. The prisoner at the bar 
feels grateful to this honorable court for their good- 
nessin giving him a sufficient time to! deliberate, 
and arrange his defence on the above charges. 

The prisoner at the bar, here avails himself af the 
opportunity of stating to this court, that, inasmuch 
as the testimony which was introduced in this case, 
was very explicit, and went to every point the 
prisoner could wish, he has nothing further to of- 
fer in his defence, but puts himself upon the mer- 
sy of the honorable court. 

ROBERT C, AMBRISTER, 


HEAD-QUARTERS, Division or THE Sovurrn, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Camp 4 miles north of St. Marks, April 29th, 1818. | 


GENERAL ORDER. 

At a special court martial, commenced on the 
26th inst. at St. Marks, and continued until the 
night of the 28th, of which brevet Major-General 
FE. P. Gaines is President, was tried A. Arbuthnot, 
on the following charges and specifications, viz: 

Charge 1st—-Exciting and stirring up the Creek 
Indians to war against the United States and her ci- 
tizens, he, A, Arbuthnot, being a subject of Great- 
Britain, with whom the United States are at peace. 


Charge 2d—Acting as a spy; aiding, abetting, and | 


comforting the enemy, and supplying them with 
the means of war. 

Charge 3d—Exciting the Indians to murder and 
destroy Wm. Hambly and Edmund Doyle, contfis- 
cate their property, and causing their arrest, with 
a view to their condemnation to death, and the seiz- 
ure of their property, they being citizens of Spain, 
on account of their active and zealous exertions to 


To which charges the prisoner pleaded not 
guilty. | : ¢ 
The court, after mature deliberation on the evis 
dence adduced, find the prisoner, A. Arbuthnot; 
guilty of the first charge, and guilty of the second. 
charge, leaving out the words “acting asa spy; 
and, after mature reflection, sentence him, A. Ar-« 
buthnot, to de suspended by the neck, until he is dead. 
Was also tried, Robert C. Ambrister, on the fol: 
lowing charges, viz. : ? 

Charge Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting the 
enemy, and supplying them with the means of wag, 


peace with the United States, and late an officer in 
the British colonial marines. 

Charge 2d. Leading and commanding the lower 
Creek Indians in carrying on a war against the 
United States. : : 

To which charges the prisoner pleaded as follows; 
to the Ist charge, not guilty; to the 2d charge, guile 
ty, and justification. 

The court, on examination of evidence, and on 
mature deliberation, find the prisoner, Robert C. 
Ambrister, guilty of the Ist and 2d charges; and do, 
therefore, sentence him to suffer death, by being 
shot. The members requesting a re-consideration 
of the vote on this sentence, and it being had, they 
sentence the prisoner to receive fifty stripes on his 
bare back, and be confined with a ball and chain, to 
hard labor, for twelve calendar months. 

The Commanding General approves: the finding 
and sentence of the court in the case of A. Arbuth- 
not, and approves the finding and first sentence 
of the court in the case of Robert C. Ambrister, and 
disapproves the re-consideration of the sentence 
of the honorable court in this case. 

Itappears, from the evidence and pleading of the 
prisoner, that he did lead and command within the 
territory of Spain, (being asubject of Great-Britain) 
the Indians in war against the United States, those 
nations being at peace. It is an established princi- 
ple of the laws of nations, that any individual of a 
nation making war against the citizens ofany other 
nation, they being at peace, forfeits his allegiance, 
and becomes an outlaw and pirate. Thisis the case 
of Robert C. Ambristex, clearly shewn by tle evi: 
dence adduced, 

The Commanding General orders that Brevet 
Major A. C. W. Fanning, of the corps of artillery, 
will have, between the hours of eight and nine 
o’clock, A. M. A. Arbuthnot suspended by the neck 
with a rope, untilhe is dead, and Robert C. Am- 
brister to be shot to death, agrecable to the sentence 
of the court, 

John James Arbuthnot will be furnished with g 
passage to Pensacola, by the first vessel. 

The special court, of which Brevet Major-General 
E. P. Gaines is President, is dissolved. 

By order of Major-General Jackson. 

ROBERT BUTLER, Adjutant-General. 

Tee 

ap We have received some sensible articles 
against the project for a “Circulating Medium,” 
published in the supplement to the Reersrer of the 
21st ult. We have no idea that that project, or 
any thing in affinity with it, will be adopted in con- 
gress, for every body feels the necessity of lessen 
ing the quantity of our paper money—but, as soon 
as we can spxre the room, now occupied by things 
of more immediate interest. one or two essays 
abo.:: a “circulating medium” may be attended to 
—especially one signed “W.” 





—— 








maintain peace betwee, Spain, the United States, 


and the indians, 


‘The plain truth of the matter, however, is-- 
ijthat the public feeling now is so much excited by 


he being a subject of Great-Britain, who are at . 
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the character and conduct of: our banking institu- 
. tions—so much occupied with succedaneyms ‘to re- 
' tri€ve,or Measures to coerce justice of them—with 
" town or village meetings; projects and cotnter 
projects; nepative, positive and neutral essays, 
schemes and remarks; fawning svcophancy and un- 
. qualified reproach,and a string of e¢ ceteras, “as long 


: as my arm,” which might be added—that we arey 


mentally stufned with the clamor, and shall be com- 
_pelled very much to pursue our own course with- 
‘: out Observing that’ of any one else; or; abandon the 
great object of the Rreeisren—which shall not be 
_ done. ' We do intend, nevertheless, wholly to re- 
tire from the discussion, whilst the hope of refor- 
mation exists; though exceedingly desirous of no- 
_ticing the gambling by torrrenizs, which we con- 
sider as the twin-sister of the “paper system”—if 
indeed, the latter is not rather the parent and nurse 
of the former. : z 
We are truly glad to see, that some persons, in 
every part of the United States, have not only be- 
gan to think seriously about the rise, progress and 
end of the “paper system,” but have lost a great 
part of that delicacy—perhaps it might be called 
Tenrron, which was heretofore felt for some neigh- 
boring “bundle of rags’? A little while since, and 
the managers of such establishments conceived 
themselves a separated order, whose proceedings 
‘were above public investigation, as much as these 
of the pope—who is infallible, as some persons tell 
us‘ Btit all men seem to have ascertained the fact, 
that these institutions, ostensibly designed, and so 
éncorporared, for the public good, are very gene. 
raliy converted into mere agents, to aid the specu. 
_ Eations of a few individuals, at the cost of the pro- 
‘ductive agriculturist, mechanic, and manufacturer, 
as well as seriously to the detriment of every re- 
gular trader. Irecollect to have seen a picture 
representing a prince, a priest, 2 soldier, a lawyer 
and a poor laboring man—the first as saying, ‘1 
- > govern all?—the second, “I 
third, “1 fight for all”—the fourth—“I plead for 
all”—and the fifth, “I PAY FOR ALL.” This is 
the plain fact of the case—and when one of my 


pray for all”—the } 


+ At Philadelphia, 


» | 


a 


they mean to apply to our legislature to get them- 
selves tNcotroraTeD!—and positively assert, that 
they have as much right to a cuarTer as those 
banks which obtain them for the same vile pur- 
poses.” : i 


From the National Intelligencer. of Tuesday last. 
THE BANK oF THE Uniren States. There was 
yesterday laid before the Senate of the United 
States, by the Secretafy of the Treasury, in_pursu- 
ance of a resolution of that body at the last session, 
a letter from the President of the Bank of the 
United States, transmitting sundry statements rela- 
tive to the proceedings, state, and condition of the 
Bank. It will be some days, possibly, before we 
are able to lay before our readers ail the papers re- 
lating to this subject. On looking over the docu- 
ments communicated, the most important appears 
to be.that which gives a statement of the debts due 
to the Bank at Philadelphia, and its several branch- 
es. From that statement we abstract the follow- 
ing account of debts now due for bills discounted at 
thé bank and its branches, respectively, viz. : 
8,834,089 62 


Portsmouth, 232,962 48 
Boston, 410,257 

Providence, 471,683 46. 
Middletown, 384,118 34 
New-York, 1,913,884 335 
Baltimore, 8,482,379 77 
Washington 1,505,963 75 
Richmond, 2,608,170 93 
Norfolk, 1,286,673 23 
Fayetteville, 623,379 70 
Chzerleston, 2,681,709 33 
Savannah, 1,083,247 04 
Lexington, 1,656,247 41 
Louisville, 1,034,513 48 
Chillicothe, 631,211 99 
Cincinnati, 1,863,529 63 
New-Orlean 2,009,054 37 
Pittsburg, 1,308,254 50 


The total amount of notes issued by the Bank 
and its branche$, has been $19,854,881, and the 
amount of said notes now on hand at the Bank and 


*cute acquaintances made 50,000 doilars,real money, {its branches, is $11,184,189. So that there remain 
by the sale of a certain quantity of paper stock, éf}in circulation notes to the amount of $8,670,692 


a bank not necessary to name, by disposing of it 
when the bubble was up—I immediately began to 
calculate how much of thut money, made by him, 
would fall to my own lot to pay. For the truth is, 
let argument do the best that it can, every such 
unreasonable sum of substantial money, made by 
dealing in unsubstantial things, must ultimately be 
accounted for by the sweat ef the people. 

A Mr. Charles Rumsey, jr. bas published in a 
Kentucky paper, under his own signature, some ex- 
tensive calculations of the amount of cost, that 
the people of that state will have to pay to the 
’ banks. Perhaps, some of his items may be over- 
* charged, yet we think his result is not a very un- 
reasonable one. He says—‘the feels pretty well 
Sutisfied, that the industry of the state” will pay to 
the! system, 2),000.000 dollars a year: which must 
be considered as including all the business ot in- 
terests, discounts, premiums, fees and salaries— 
counterfeit notes and the shaving of real notes, ap- 
pertaining to it, from beginning to end. 

The Olive Branch, a new paper published in 
Ohio, says—“There is now organized in a certain 
part of this state, a society of faro, billiard, hazard 
and card players, money shavers and horse racers, 
whiclr are generally denominated. gamblers and 
swindlers, alias blacklegs——We understand that 


| 


] 


dollars only. 


[Baltimore—eight millions, four hundred and eighty- 
two thousand, three hundred and seventy-nine dollars 
and seventy-seven cents!!/—Wnuo uas Got rr? Not the 
people, generally—it is very doubtful if one mil- 
hon, or an eighth part of this tremendous amount, 
is scattered among the regular traders of this city, 
in aid of regular business. For these, so every body. 
says, have been squeezed, and squeezed, and squeez- 
ed to the limit of leaving mercantile life in them. 

But we have not room to say much on the’ pre- 
ceding exposition at present, It certainly is a great 
curiosity, if carefully examined from “the top to the 
bottom.” We shall let it pass until we see the pa- 
pers at length.—Ep. Ree. 





Vermont Banks~The legislature of Vermont has 
adjourned, after incorporating two banks, one at 
Windsor, and the other at Burlington, under pretty 
heavy restrictions. The state is to receive 6 per 
cent. on the nett profit of each bank; the directors 
to give bonds, $8000 each, for the faithful discharge 
of their duties; upon refusal to redeem notes with 
specie, to pay the holders 12 per cent. interest; and 
in case of prosecution, the supreme court is em- 
powered to vacate the charters. It will be recollect- 





ed there are now no banks in operation in that stat¢- 
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Pennsylvania banks.--Most of the banks. in this 
state, located west of the mountains, have either 
‘suspended specie payments, or are in such a pre- 
dicament that their notes are, at present, without 
price in the money-market ou the sea-board, Others 
nearer to us are expected to follow; some of these 
shave already stopped, and where this course is to 
end, no man knoweth! The people are lustily cal-. 
ling upon the legislature to help them—but it is 
difficult to conceive what the legislature can do to 
redress the present wrong. By. forfeiting the char- 
ters of non-paying banks, which we should suppose 
they have a right to do, (after giving them a short 
period to resolve whether they will pay their debts 
or not) a part of the evils, which now curse Penn- 
sylvania, may be healed; and, in the reduction of 
the banks, a great future benefit will be conferred. | 

As the littering in Pennsylvania was evidently 
carried through by speculators, ia defiance of the 
deliberate judgment of the people of the state,— 
we suggesi the propriety of causing an oficial pub- 
lication to be made every year, in all the newspa- 
pers in that commonwealth, of the yeas and nays 
on the final passage of the law, against the veto of 
gov. Snyder. | cs i 

Baltimoré banks—Some inconsiderate publicatians 
have thrown out the idea of a probable suspension 
of specie payments, by the Baltimore banks. 
have taken some pains to ascertain such facts as 
might enable us to speak positively on the subject, 
and feel authorised to assure our readers, that no 
such intention at present exists—nor is it appre- 
hended that a resort to it will be necessary, unless 
it becomes general in other cities. The Baltimore 
banks, though many of them have bad their funds 
perverted to the benefit of favored individuals (and 
such is the nature and spirit of those institutions) 
have so greatly drawn in their paper, as, notwith- 
standing the pressure of the times, to feel confi- 
dent of an ability to meet their engagements to the 
public. And we do believe that this confidence is 
well founded—if we believed otherwise, we would 
say it, at once, without hesitation. The vast amount 
discounted by the office ofthe bauk of the United 
States in this city, furnishes no sort of criterion for 
the business done by our local banks. You may pass 
up or down any of the principal streets, asking the 
question, how much of the eight millions have you 
got?—and receive a general reply of, ‘not a cent, 
sir.” 

Georgia.—Attempts have been made to procure 
the establishment of two new banks in this state. 
One, under the very pretty name of the “Agricul- 
tural bank of the state of Geargia,” was handsomely 
voted down in the house of representatives—34 for, 
54 egainst it. A bill to incorporate a bank at Da- 
rien, has passed the senate, to forfeit its charter 
by refusing or evading specie payments, and all the 
stockholders to be responsible in their individuai 
Capacities, according to their respective interests 
in the same—the state to be a party, This is consi- 
dered as tantamount to a rejection; and it seems 
probable that a new bank will not be granted by 
the house of representatives on any condition what- 
soever. 

Kentucky banks—The old bank of Kentucky stop- 
ped specie payments on the 20th November—but 
is reported to have resumed them on the 25th. We 
are happy to hear that this report is true, It seems 
to have been caused by the energy of the people. 

Cincinnati banks. tis stated that 2500 dollars, 
per week, are required to pay the discounts on mo. 
nies loaned by the branch of the bank of the United 


s. 


— | 


of its notes in circulation, and Ohio has been drain- 
ed of specie. It is a serious enquiry how thesé dia- 
counts are to be paid. se 7 
‘Ohio banks, generally.—Many of those that were 
considered as the best banks in this state, have 
stopped payment. It is feared that all the’ rest 
must fellow—there are no purchases of the notes 
of any of them, at present, at Baltimore. 
Improvement proposed. In the present state of 
affairs, we respectfully recommend it to the con- 
sideration ef the legislatures of the several states, 
when aay persons petition for the establishment of 
a bank, that, if they pass a law for that purpose, 
it may have a preamble as follows: 

““‘Whereas certain persons and their assignees 
and successors, gnknown, have petitioned for the 
establishment o' a bank at ———~—: Re it enact. . 
ed, that for the good of the state, these persons, 
known or unknown, shall have liberty to become 
BaANKBUPTs, and may legally swindle as much ag 
they can—any law or usage to the contrary not- 
withstanding!” 





A meeting of the stockholders of the U. States? 
bank at Cherleston, has been held in that city, and 
it is said that shares to the amount of a millién were 
represented at it. The avowed object was to 


We | unite to produce a change in the directionethe 


stock had been at 50 per cent. advance; the stock- 
holders were surprized that it had descended sa 
ety to par, and wished to ascertain the reason 
OF it: 

Several gangs of villians are industriously en- 
gaged in the circulation of paper, as bank notes, 
issued by banks that never existed at all. They 
are just trying how far the public credulity will 
extend. 

The principal dealers in country produce in Bal- 
timore have associated and agreed, that hereafter 
they will pay only Baltimore bank notes for arti- 
cles purchased by them. This procedure will 
mateaially affect the business of digcounts and pre- 
miums, and tend to the circulation of a currency of 
a determinate value. Hitherto, country produce 
was chiefly traded for in the paper of country banks. 
A similar measure is practised in Philadelphia, and 
is is to be hoped that the two cities will work to- 
gether in this matter. : 7 








The pressure for money is very great in all our 
cities, To afford some relief, the state banks ut 
Philadelphia proposed to increase their discounts, 
if the United States’ bank would join them. “We 
have understood [says the account] that the bank 
of the United States has not assented to the pro- 
position!” 

Bririsu panxs. The London Monthly Maga- 
zine, for July, 1818, informs us, that in the yeac 
1817, the number of licensed banks were 5u) in 


1814, they were 696 and 21, respectively. Thus 
it appears, that in 1817, there were one hundred 
and ninety fewer banks in Great Britam than there 
had been three years before. Of these 190 banks, 
it is probable that at least 150 had failed. There 
is butone incorporated bank in Lu gland—one in 
Scotland and one i@Treland; all the other banks ia 
Great Britain and frelanud are private banks. 
PLiem. Preseg 
QF No doubt the greater part of the 199 missing 





Siates, at Cincinnati—the branch has scarcely any | banks have failed—or is there any doubi that ihe 


Eagland and Wales, and 27 in Scotland; but in ~ 
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failure of the major part of them was caused b 
the temporary payment of specie by the bank of 
England, noticed in our last. Whilst one rag may 
be exchanged for another rag, the system can go 
on—but not so, when it becomes a true represen- 
tative of capital, and may be converted into money, 
at the discretion ofthe holder. 

Bank of England notes.—These notes are very 
meanly exeeuted, and, of course, easily counterfeit- 
ed. A New York paper informs us, that some of our 
engravers and paper-makers have been consulted, 
by an authorised agent of the bank, about undertak- 
ing the engraving and the manufacture of the paper, 
for a new issue by that institution! Certainly, we 
bave as expert men in things of this sort as there 
are in the world. “Practiee makes perfect.’ And 
we.can also supply England with counterfeiters '!! 
~wihanks bo the system, 








Specie Payments. 

There is one thing in the conduct of some of our 
banks which every considerate man observes with 
pleasure—we mean, a reduction of their dividends. 
This either shews a retirement of their paper, or 
the withholding ofa part of their profits to meet 
emergencies—perhaps, to purchase specie; as they 
ought to do, if they have not enough of it to meet 
their engagements. To further the primary ob- 
ject of maintaining their credit, every honest bank 
ought to retrench its expenses by every means in 
its power. Itrequires discounts to the amount of 
15to 25,000 dollars to keep one clerk; amd his sa- 
lary, if his services can be dispensed with, would 
pay the premium upon such sums of specie. 

Some of our bank people think it very unreason- 
able that they should pay a premium for specie to 
redeem their notes with. They have not reflected 
on the subject—or, if they have, the pretext ofits 
unreasonableness is exceedingly impudent. They 
themselves fix upon what they will receive for 
notes due to them, and compel payment in accept- 
able money,—thereby causing, perhaps, an ae 
of 10,000 dollars of the paper of other banks to be 
shaved in Baltimore, for example, every day: she 
vule should work both ways, And the bank is as 
much bound to sacrifice a part of its profits to pay 
me in such money as I please to demand, for their 
nctes, as it has to require me to suffer loss in pur- 
chasing from them such paper as they will receive 
of me in exchange for my own. Still, perhaps, it is 
the prevalence of this false, one-sided principle, 
which has caused some to think of a second sus- 
pension of specie payments—an idea that canuot be 
too severely deprecated, unless the resolution is 
seriously taken to dissolve the corporations. 

But there is not any necessity for a suspension 
of specie payments by many, if by any, of our old 

fashioned banks, unless there is a necessity that they 
should make a certain profit on their business. 
There are ebbs and floods in every man’s affairs; 


and few there are thathave not been compelled } 


sometimes,to draw upon the profits of a former year 
to meet the pressure of a present one. Why should 
not the banks do the same? 

Suppose the capital of a bank is one million— 
and that, prudently and economically managed, it 
can divide a clear profit of 6 per cent. per annum— 
this is $60,000. The whole amount of its discounts 
raay then be estimated at abatht $1,250,000. Well 
—resolved to maintain its credit, it agrees to ap- 
propriate one half its clear profit, or 30,000 dol- 
lars, for one yzar only (for oneyear will probably 


— 


y| bring us back to the time when a dollar was worth 


seven shillings and six pence) to the payment of a 
premium on specie. This, at 5 per cent. would 
produce 600,000 dollars. The responsibilities of 
the bank are, of course, increased to the amount of 
the specie obtained; but it is worthy of reflection 
whether at least the halfof that amount might not 
be safely added to the ordinary discounts of the 
bank, and thus return, in a new shape, more than an 
halfof the 30,000 dollars apparently sacrificed for 
specie?—because, the notes ofa bank known ta be 
resolved on paying its debts, would be in request 
by the people, and kept in circulation toa very 
great extent. Every body, that had money to put 
by for a month, or that was travelling from place 
to place, would wish to have them—for the pleas- 
ing fact would soon become notorious that the 
notes of this particular bank were moncy, and might 
be changed for silver or gold, at any time, without 
grumbling. 

I donot see any reason why this scheme is im- 
practicable—nay, the disgrace of bankruptcy out of 
the question, it seems certain that the future pro- 
fits of a bank thus managed, would amply repay 
the temporary sacrifice that it would voluntarily 
make; and surely, as such good resolutions would 
be of eminent good to the public, the public would 
rally round and defend the bank against all wanton, 
speculating demands upon it, for the payment of 
coin. We should consider it as a common bene- 
factor, and frown upon any attempt to embarrass its 
racer Every one also, would be desirous of 
depositing money in it, as a place of positive safe- 
ty. But the bank would not be justified in receiv- 
ing the notes of any other on deposite that equivo- 
cated to pay specie for them; and perhaps, would 
force others into similar arrangements. 

A momentary depression of the price of the stock 
might take place—but what of that?—it would al- 
ways thereafter bear the highest quotation in the 
market, and its notes wind freely circulate at 
great distances from the seat of its location. In 
respect to paper money, confidence isa matter of 
the highest importance—and what measure could 
tend more to inspire it than a frank expose by a 
bank of its means and proceedings to merit it? 
Honesty is always the best policy—and it seems to 
me that the course recommended would result in 
agreat pecuniary profitto any respectable institu- 
tion that would openly adopt and persevere a lit- 
tle while in it. The present disordered state of 
the currency cannot last—it is impossible that 
the people should bear it—they are neither able 
nor willing to bear it; one year will, probably, end 
the struggle between rags and money,4nd force the 


| practice of a domestic economy, which will bring 


the latter to the value that ithad ten or twelye 
years ago. 








eungins ——+ —<. 


Common Sewer of Speculation. 
That banks were originally designed for the pub- 
lic good, and have greatly promoted the interests 
of many, is undoubted; but that they lave general- 
ly been perverted for the benefit of a few, and 
have ruined their tens of thousands, is equally cer- 
tain. When property was regarded as the basis ot 
banks, and banking accommodations—their accom- 
modations were pretty equally dispensed, and the 
evil of their institution had some accompanying 
good to molify it, but none when puper has so much 
become the capital of our banks: property has lost 
the estimation in which it was held, and those es- 





be long enough to correct tbe paper system, and 


tablishments haye (in four cases out of five} be- 
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come the common sewers of speculation—mere con- 
duits for the money-schemes of unknown aiid irre- 
sponsible fangs of confederated . The 
reader will fill op the blank for himself. 

The following precious anecdote clearly exem- 

lifies what we say—it eccurred in Baltimore a few 
ys since, and is soberly true: 

A very substantial and highly respectable dealer 
gold certain of his articles (in the building line, I 
believe) to one of our citizeas, who gave him in 
exchange for them the dest note that could be drawn 
in Baltimore, at sixty days date—I repeat it, the 
nest NoTE. The dealer wanting current money at 
the time, though not much accustomed to receive 
accommodations from our banks—offers this note 
for discount at two of our banks: neither of them 
would do it—“in the present state of affairs they 
could not discount for any body.” In one of these 
banks, the possessor of the mote held about as much 
stock (unincumbered), say 2000 dollars, as the note 
amounted to, and, vexed with the refusal of that 
bank to discount the paper just offered, he resolved 
to sell itat any price, and close his concerns with 
the institution. One of the directors of this same 
bank offered to become the purchaser of the stock 
at a certain price, on his note at sixty days—but the 
offer was refused, unless the director would insure 
his note to be discounted at this bank on the ensu- 
ing discount day. This was agreed to—and strange 
to tell, the director’s note was “done,” and the 
money got for it, without a word being said about 
it! Now, to appreciate this procedure rightfully, it 
is proper to state, that the cdrawer of the first note 
aliuded to, may moderately be considered as being 
‘worth one hundred times more than the director is, 
whose note was discounted—he is also worth more 





than the whole capital of the bank paid in, if it was. 


told fen to fifteen times over;—and his wealth coa- 
sists in the most productive landed estate in Ame- 
rica, and he is not a speculator. 








CONGRESS. 


>We do not expect, indeed we have not room, 
to notice every transaction that dai/y takes place in 
both houses of congress, but prominent things shall 
always be regarded, and others of a different cha- 
racter be attended to in their progress—so as to 
— a sufficient history of the ‘national legis- 
ature. 

SENATE. 

Dec 4. Mr. Hunter, from Rhode Island, appeared 
to-day and took his seat. 

Mr. Ninian Edwards and Mr. Jesse B. Thomas, 
senators from the state of Illinois, also appeared 
‘this day, were qualified and took their seats. 

Mr. Wilson submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, Vhat a joint committee of the two 
houses be appointed to consider and report whe- 
ther any, and #f any, what further provisions by law 
are necessary to ensure despatch, accuracy and 
neatness inthe printing done by order of the two 
houses, respectively, and that they have leave to 
report by bill. [Agreed to on Monday, following.) 

Mr. Laceck submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat the message of the president, 
and documents relative to the Seminole war, be re- 
terred toa select committee, who shall have autho- 
rity, ifnecessary, to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee on the public 
‘lands, to whom an enquiry into the expediency of 
the measure had been referred, reported a bill 
further te suspend for a limited time (until the 


firstef March, 1620) the sale or forfeiture of hands | 





ine 





for failure in completing the payment thereon; 
which was read. | 

The resolution effered yesterday to instruct the 
committee on military affairs to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of making provision by law for clothing 
the army ofthe United Stetes in domestic manu- 
factures, was taken up and agreed to. 

The senate proceeded to the classification by lot, 
of the two senators added to that body by the ad- 
mission into the union of the state of Hlinois, when 
it appeared that Mr. Edwards was cast in the first 
class, whose term of service expires on the 4th of 
March next, and Mr. Thomas in the third class, 
whose term expires on the 4th of: March, in the 
year 1823. 

Adjourned to Monday. sr 

Dec. 7. Mr. Daggett presented jto the senate 
sundry resolutions of the legislature of Connecti- 
cut, instructing the senators and requesting the 
representatives in congress from that state, to en- 
deavor to procure an amendment to the constitu- 
tion of the United States for making uniform (by 
districts) throughout the United States, the mode 
of electing electors of president and vice president 
of the United States and representatives to con- 

ess. 

Mr. Johnsen, of Lou. laid upon the table the fol- 
lowing resolution: a 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
of passing a law authorising the president of the 
United States to take provisienal possession of East 
Florida, or of such parts of it as he may deem es- 
sential, now or hereafter, to control the Indians, 
and to prevent them from committing hostilities 
against the citizens of the United States. 

Dec 8. Mr. Burrill gave notice that he should on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill respecting 
the transportation of persons of color, for sale, or 
to be heid to labor. [Introduced next day. ] 

Mr, Noble’s motion of the 3d instant, concernin 
a poste route in Indiana, was taken up and agreed 
to. ‘ 
The senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the report of the committee on the judiciary, un- 
favorable to the petition of Matthew Lyon, who 
prays the reimbursement of a fine inflicted on him 
under the sedition law, and other damages by him 
sustained by that sentence. 

Mr. Critsenden moved to amend the report by 
substituting the following resolution for that of 
the committee, declaring that the petition ought 
to be granted: 

fesolved, That. ali persons who were prosecuted 
and fined under and by virtue of the second sec- 
tion of the act of congress, commonly ‘called the 
sedition law, approved the 14th day of July, 1798, 
entitled ‘fan act in addition to the act for the pu- 
nishment of certain crimes against the United 
States,” ought to be reimbursed and indemnified 
outof the public treasury, to the amount of the 
fines imposed upon and paid by them respectively. 

On this motion an animated and interesting de- 
bate took place, in which Messrs, Crittenden, Bur- 
rill, Barbour, Otig and Macon entered. No ques- 
tion was taken when, ata late hour, 

The senate adjourned. 

Dec. 9. Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, having obtain+ 
ed leave, withdrew the resolution submitted by 
him some days ago, respecting a provisional occu- 
pation of East Florida, and in lieu thereof submit. 
ted the following, which lies on the table one day 
of course: 


Resolved, that the president of the United Sates 
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_ United States and the government of Spain, rela- 








“ passed. 





..1o the house of representatives of the United States. 


‘bited to congress. 
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Cae. ova ae 
be requested to lay before the senate, copies of the 
correspondence between the government of the 


tive to the cession of the Floridas tothe United 
States, which has not already been communicated, 
and which, in his opinion, may be communicated 
with safety to the public-interest. 

Mr. Johnson stated his reasons for this proce. 
daure—the chief one of which was that he under- 
stood that some correspondence had taken place 
on the subject, &c. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of there. 
port of the judiciary committee unfavorable to the 
petition of Matthew Lyon; Mr. Crittenden’s motion 
to reverse the report, and to make general provi- 
sion for the indemnification of all similar cases oc- | 
curring under the sedition law, being yet under 
consideration: *: Bs 

The debate was resumed on this question and 
continued with unabated zeal, by several gentle- 
men; after which, | 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Crittenden’s pro- 
positioa, and decided in the negative as follows. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Edwards, Epp-, For- 
syth, Lacock, Macon, Morrow, Palmer, Raberts, Ruggics, San- 
tured, Stokes, Talbot, ‘Thomas, Williams of Miss. Wilson—17. i 


NAYS,—Messrs. Burrill, Daggett, Eaton, Fromentin, Gaillard, | 
Hanson, Hunter, Johnson, King, Leake, Mellen, Morrill, Noble, : 


tr en Storer, Taylor, Tichenor, Vau Dyke, Williams, of ; 
eN.—2U6 ; 

And the report of the committee was then con- 
curred in. 

[So the resolve of the senate is, that it will not 
interfere with decisions under the sedition law.] 

Dec. 10.2The senate resumed the consideration 
of the motion of the 9th inst. requesting a copy of; 
the correspondence relative to the cegsion of the 
Floridas to the United States; and, on motion of 
Mr. arbour, the further consideration thereof 
was postponed to this day four weeks. 
~ [Some observations were made on this subject, 
between Mr. Barbour, Mr. Johnson, and others; 
from which we gather that the correspendence be- 
tween the secretary of state and the Spanish minis- 
ter is at an end, or nearly so; and that it is proba- 
ble it will be laid before congress shortly, witheut. 
any request of the executive to that effect. It was 
on_that ground, that the postponement of Mr. John- 
son’s motion took place. ] 

The bill,“concerning the western district court 
of Pennsylvania” was considered, and ordered to a 
third reading. It was then read a third time and 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. : 

Public buildings. The following message was 

received from the president of the United States, 
by J. J. Monroe, his secretary. 


I lay before the house of representatives a report 
from the commissioner of the public buildings, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the senate, 
of the 20th of January last, requiring a statement 
of the expenditures upon the public buildings, and 
an a their progress, to be annually exhi- 

JAMES MONROE, 

Nov. 26th, 1818. 

The report from the commissioner transmits to 
the president the following statements of expendi- 
tures during the last year, and two statements 
from Mr. Bulfinch and Mr. Hoban, of the progress 
made in the public. buildings during the present 

ear. 
‘manos of the disbursements made by Samuel 

Lane, commissioner of public buildings, from 

Are first of October, 1817, to the first of Oct. 1818, 





‘On acceunt of the wings of the 


- Capitol. $204,394 87 


Centre of the capitol 4,071 05 
President’s house, 44,150 34 
Offices of the president’s house, 1,273 74 
Graduating the president’s squarey 3,442 19 
Additional executive offices, 59,591 41 
Contingent expenses, 8,871 82 





_-. $20,680 42 
SAMUFL LANE, 
Commissioner of public buildings. 
Washington, Nov. 23. - =e 
The message was read, and, with its enclosures, 
referred to the committee on public buildings. 


Friday, Dec.4. After disposing of some private 
business, the house again, in committee of the 
whole, considered Beawnarchais’ claim. Finally the 
committee rose and reporied the bill (which was 
favorable to the claim) to the house, without 
amendment—when, the question was taken whe- 
ther the bill should be engrossed and read a third 
time, and decided in te nezative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs- Anderson, Ky..Baldwin, Ball, Bassett, Bellinger, 
Butler, Lou. Cobb, Cruger, Ervin. S$. C. Garnett, Harrison, Hol:nes, 
Hostetter, Irving, N, ¥. Jonson, Va. M'Lean, Lil. W. Maclay, Wm. 
P. Maclay, Middleton, Samuel Moore, Murray, I’. M. Nelson, Ogle, 
Owen, Poindexter, Robertson, Bal. Smith, Spencer, Tyler, Walker, 
Ken. Wilson, Pen.— 31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Mass. Allen, Vt. Anderson, Pas 
Austin, Barbour, Va. Barber, Ohio, Bateman, Bayley, Beecher, Ben- 


nett, Blount, B oden, Boss, Bryan, Burwell, Butler, N. H. Campbell, 
Clagett, Claiborne, Colston, Comstock, Cook, Crafts, Cashman, 


Errors excepted: 


{ Darlington, Davidson, Desha, Drake, Earle, Edwards, Ellicott, Fol- 


er, Gage, Gilbert, Hale, Hall, N. C. Hasbrouck, Hendricks, Her- 
rt, Herrick, Hiester, Hogg, Hopkinson, Hunter, Huntingdon, 





« 


Jones, Kirtiand, Lawyer, Lincola, Lynn, Little, Livermore, Lowndes, : 


M‘Coy, Marchand, Mason, Mass. Mercer, Merrill, Robert Moore, 
Morton, Moseley, Mumford, Jer. Nelson, H. Nelson, Newton, 
Ogden, Orr, Paimer, Patterson. Pawling, Pegram, Peter, Pindall, 
Pitkin, Pleasants, Porter, Rhea, Rice, Rich, Richards, Rogers, Rug- 


gles, Sampson, Savage, Sawyer. Schuyler, Scudder, Settle, Seybert, 


Sherwood. Sil8bee, Simkins, Slocumb, 8S. Smith, Alex. Smyth, J.S. 


Smith, Southard, Speed, Stewart, Storrs, Strother, Tallmadge, Tar: , 


Taylor, Terrell, Terry, Tompkins, Townsend, Trimble Tucker, 
S. C. Upham, Walker, N. C. Wallace, Wendover, Westerlo, White- 
side, Whitman, Wilkin, Williams, Con. Williams, N. ¥. Williams, 
N. Cc Wilson, Mass.— 123, . 

So the bill was rejected. 

[This decisive majority, perhaps, puts this long 
disputed claim at rest.] 

Adjourned to Monday. 


Monday, Dec. 7. Mr. Ringgold, from Maryland, 
and Mr. Hitchcock, from Ohio, appeared to-day and 
took their seats. 

Several bills were reported, and propositions off 
fered, which shall be noticed in their progress. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the publie 
lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of granting to each state a tract of land, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred thousand acres,for the endow- 
ment of an University in each state. 

Oo motion of Mr, Pleasants, it was 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the house 
of represeustatives the proceedings which have 
been had under the act entitled “an act for the 
gradual increase of the navy of the United States,” 
specifying the number of ships which has been put 
on the stocks, and of what class, and the quantity 
and kind of materials which have been procured 
in compliance with the provisions of said act; and 
also the sums of money which have been paid out 
ofthe fund created by said act, and for what ob- 
jecis; likewise the contracts which have been en- 
tered into in the execution of the said act, on which 
monies may not yet have been advanced. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr, .Ve/son in the chair, on the re- 
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port of the committee of claims on the petition of 
John Haile. 

The petitioner in this case states, that in the 
month of December, 1814, the enemy entered the 
town of Tappahannock, and in consequence of his | 
house being used and occupied as a custom house, 
in which the public records were kept, set fire to 
and destroyed the same, with its contents. The 
petitioner further states, that although the house 
was his own property, it was evident the enemy 
destroyed it in consequence of its being used as a 
public office, and he therefore prays congress to 
granthim remuneration. The committee report, 
as their opinion, that the petitioner cannot, under 
the law of April, 1816, or under any other law with 
which they are acquainted, be entitled to relief. 

The report of the committee was concurred in, 
and the prayer of the petitioner, of course, rejected. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Velson in the chair, on the bil! 
to authorise the apprehension of foreign seamen 
deserting from merchant vessels in the ports of the 
U. States. oer 

A debate arose on this bill, which occupied 
sbout an hour, in the course of which Messrs. 
Smith, of Md. Newton, Clay, and Whitman address- 
ed the house. 

The debate resulted in a virtual postponement 
of the question, by the committee’s rising, report: 
ing progress, and obtaining leave to sit again. 

The bill above mentioned, provides for the ap- 
prehension of foreign seamen deserting from mer- 
chant vessels in the ports of the United States, 
and restoring of them, on proof of the fact, to the 
captains with whom they have contracted for voy- 
ages, &c. The debate was lively and interesting; 
but it appears that the details of the bill were more 
objected to than the principle that it involves— 
because there was no provision for an enquiry into 
‘the fact, whether a seaman had “contracted” or not. 
It was through that, under such a law an impressed 
man would have to be given up. Mr, Clay was 
eloquent in his opposition to the bill, and rejected 
an application of the rules of despotic government's 
to the laws of this country,-as affecting the rights 
of individuais—for the friends of the bill bad sup- 
ported it by the following letter frem the secre- 
tary of state-—— 

DSPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 3d, January, 1818. 

Thomas Newton, esq chairman of the 

committee of commerce and manufactures: 

. Sin—In answer to the enquiries in your letter of 
the 25th uliimo, with reference to the subject of 
the resolution enclosed in it, Lhave the honor to 
State, that in all the maritime states of Europe, 
with which I have been pefsonaily conversant, 
there are magistrates invested -with authgrity to 
arrest seamen, deserters from foreign merchant 
vessels in their ports, and to restore them to the 
masters of the vessels te which they belong, con. 
formably to their contracts in the shipping papers. 
' The process, in such cases, is, as by their nature it 


must be, to prove efficacious, immediate, and sum- | 


Mary; and the masters of American vessels have 
the benefit of it, in common with others, In the 
city of London, the authority is vested ia the lord 
mayor; and, at other places in Great Britain, in the 
ordinary police magistrates. I do not recollect 
having ever known an instance to which masters 
of American vessels were denied the bencfit of 
such processes, unless in cases when, by the laws of 
the country, the deserting seaman was, on other 
accounts, fiible 16 bé detained. The practice is, 





so far as I. have known, the same in every part of 


the European continent. | | 

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble 
and obedient servant, JOHN Q. ADAMS. ~ 

Tuesday, Dec. 8. Mr. Smith, of Md. from the 
committee of ways and means, reported a bill to 
reduce the duties on certain wines, and to declare 
free of duty boaks printed in foreign languages; 
which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Holmes, chairman of the committee on fore 
relations, rose to submit to the house a difficulty 
which embarrassed. the proceedings of the cuom- 
mitteeof which he waschairman. In the investi- 
gation of some of the subjects referred to that 
committee, it found those subjects so intimately 
connected with some confided to another com- 
mittee, that it was difficult to proceed without in- 
fringing on matters not referred to its considera» 
tion, He alluded to the subject .of the Seminole. 
war. That war involved our relations. with a fo- 
reign power, which were committed. to the com- 
mitteeof foreign relations; but an important inci. 
dent in’that wur, the execution of Arbuthnot and 
Ambrister, was confided to the military committee; 
and, in proceeding on one subject, they could not 
well avoid theother. The committee of foreign 
relations did not, therefore, know well how to 
proceed, unless they had the whole matter before 
them; and, in offering the following motion, it was 
not done without an understanding to that effect 
with the committee on military affairs. Mr. H. 
then submitied the following:. 7 | oe 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
so much of the president’s message as relates tg 
the execution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, and the 
conduct of the war with the S. minole Indians; and 
that the same be referred to the committee of fo- 
reign relations. 

Mr. Jalinson, of Ky. as chairman of the military 
commiitee, having agreed to the motion, a great 
variety of opinions were expressed on the subject— 
finaliy, Mr. Holmes’ motion was laid on the table. 

A bill making partial appropriations for the sup- 
port of the military establishment for the year 
1819, was passed. ‘ Kosi 

The resolution from the senate for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee to enquire into some 
mode of producing accurary, neatness and des. 
patch in the public printing, was read twice, and 
after being afhended, on the motion of Mr. Harri- 
son, by inserting therein before the word “accu- 
racy” the word “economy,” it was read the third 
time, passed and sent to the seiuate for concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Hurrison, re- 
solved itself into a,committee of the whole, Mr. 
Wiikin in the chair, on the bill concerning inva- 
lids, [conferring on the secretary of war, the power 
of placing invalids of the revolution on the pension 
rolji, in the same manner that he is now authorised 
to place on the pension list invalids of subsequent 
wars. } 

The bill was explained by Mr. Jensen, of Ky. on 
whose motion it received sume amendments, ren- 
dered necessary by acts passed since the bill was 
framed at the last session, and was afterwards re- 
ported to the house, by whom the amendments 
were concurred in, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Wednesday, December 9, Mr. Mills, from Mass- 
appeared on luesday and took his seat, 

The house having proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the resolution yesterday moved by Mr. 
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#folmes,as amended on motion of Mr. Cod, in the 
following words: os 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
so much of the president’s message as relates to 
the trial of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, and the con- 
duct of the war with the Seminole Indians; and 
that the same be referred to the committee of fo- 
reign relations with instructions to inquire whether 
im said trials, the constitution and laws of the Unit 
ed States, or the law of nations, have been violated. 

A long debate ensued, which we have not room 
to notice at present. It was warm and animate, 
and noticed many of the occurrences in the Semi- 
nole war. The motion was finally indefinitely pos:- 
poned, by a large majority. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
allowing half pay pensions of five years to the wi. 
‘dows and orphans of those soldiers enlisted for 12 
‘months, fer 18 months, and of the militia, who 
-died within four months after their return home, of 
sickness contracted while im service. ? 

The question on engrossing and ordering this 
Dill toa third readmg was decided by yeas and 
Nays, and carried—yeas 87, nays 63. 

Thursday, Dec. 10. The house was principally 
occupied this day on the bill, reported at the 
Jast session, “for the admission of Cadets into the 
military academy.” No final decision. 

Oo motion of Mr. J. S. Smith, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
~4nstructed to lay before the house a statement of 
the progress that has been made under the act of 
congress of the Sd of March, 1817, enritled An 
act to set apart, and dispose of certain public tands, 
for the encouragement of the cultivation of the 
‘vine and the olive;” whether four townships, of 
six miles square each, have been laid off and re- 
served for the purpose aforesaid; and whether any 
agent or agents, acting for the French emigrants, 
have contracted for said lands, and on what terms; 
and whether such agent or agents are now residing 
on said land, together with the number of French 
emigrants that have made settlements on said re- 
servation, and the progress that has been made in 
the culture of the vine and olive. 
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Evacuation of France. 
TREATY FOR THE EVACUATION OF FRANCE. ~ 


Th the name of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 

Their Majesties the Emperor of Austria, the 
King of Prussia, and the Emperor of all the Russias, 
having repaired to Aix-la-Chapelle, and their Ma- 
. jesties the King 
‘King of the kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland, 
having sent thither their Plenipotentiaries, the 
_ Ministry of the five Courts having assembled in con- 
ference; and the French Plenipotentiary having 
made known, that in consequence of the state of 
France and the faithful execution of the treaty of 
November 20, 1815, his Most Christian Majesty was 
desirous that the military occupation stipulated by 
the fifth article of the said treaty, should cease as 
soon as possible, the Ministry of the Courts of Aus- 
tria, Great-Britain, Prussia and Russia, (the names 
of the powers you will see are placed in the alpha. 
‘betical order,) after having, in concert with the 
said Plenipotentiary of France, maturely examined 
every thing that could have an influence on such 
important decision, declared, that their Sovereigns 
would admit the principle of the evacuation of the 
french territory at the end of the third year of the 





of France and Navarre, and the, 





occupation, and wishing to consolidate their reso- 
lution in a formal convention, and to secure at the 
same time the definitive execution of the said trea- 
ty of Nov. 20, 1815, their Majesties named (here 
follow the names of the Ministry,) who have agreed 
upon the following articles:— 

Art. I. The troops composing the Army of Ocew- 
pation shall be withdrawn from the French territo- 
ry by the 30th of November next, or sooner if pos. 
sible. 

Art. 2. The strong places and fortresses which 


the said troops now occupy, shall be surrendered to 


commissioners named for that purpose by his most 
Christian Majesty, in the state in which they were 
at the time ofthe occupation, conformably to the 
ninth article of the convention concluded in execu- 
tion of the Sth article of the treaty of November 
20, 1818. : 

Art. 3. The sum destined to provide for the pay, 
the equipment, and the clothing of the Army of 
Occupation, shall be paid, in all cases, till the 30th 
of November next, on the same tooting on which 
it has existed since the Ist of December, 1817. 

Art. 4. Allthe pecuniary arrangements between 
France and the Allied Powers having been regu- 
lated and settled, the sum remaining to be paid by 
France to complete the execution of the 4th arti- 
cle of the treaty of November, 1815, is definitively 
fixed at 265 millions of Francs. 

Art. 5. Of this sum, the amount of 100 millions 
or effective value shall be paid by an inscription of 
rentes on the great book of the Public Debt of 
France, bearing interest from the 22d of Sept. 1818. 
The said inscriptions shall be received at the rate 
of the funds on the 5th Oct. 1818. 

Art. 6. The remaining 165 millions shall be paid 
by nine monthly instalments, commencing with the 
6th of Jan. next, by draughts on the houses of Hope 
and Co. and Baring, Brothers and Co. In the same 
manner the inscriptions of the rentes, mentioned 
in the above article, shall be delivered to commis- 
sioners of the Courts of Austria, Great-Britam, 
Prussia, and Russia, by the royal treasurer of 
France, at the epoch ofthe complete and definite 
evacuation of the French territory. | 

Art. 7. At the same epoch, the commissioners of 
the said Courts shall deliver to the royal treasurer 
of France, the six obligations ( engagements, ) not 
yet discharged ( acquittes, e which shall remain in 
their hands of the 15 obligations ( engagements } 
delivered conformably to the second article of the 
convention concluded for the execution of the 
fourth article of the 20th of November, 1815. The 
said commissioners shall at the same time deliver 
the inscription of 7 millions of rentes, created in vir- 
tue of the 8th article of the said convention. 

Art. 8. The present convention shall be ratified, 
and the ratifications exchanged at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
in the course of 15 days, or sooner if possible, in the 
faith of which the respective Plenipotentiaries have 
herewith signed their names, and affixed to it their 
seal and arms. : 

Done at Aix-la-Chapelle, the 9th of Oct. in the 
year of Grace 1818. 


[Here follow the signatures of the Ministers. ] 


We have found the above Treaty conformable te 
our will, in consequence of which we have con- 
firmed and ratified the same, as we do now confirm 
and ratify it for our heirs and successors. 


Here follow the signatures of the Sovereigns, 
with the specification of the different years of theit 
several reigns, } 

“ix-la«Chapelle, Oct. 17, 1818.- 





